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Enlarge 182% to appear full size.

Ray taught his pupils well – so well, in fact,
that former student and life time aero 
modeller, Chris Hinson produced these 
cartoons of Ray for the club newsletter.

Ray actually owned a Sinclair C5. One of only around 12,000 built.
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Plan index

Who could ever have foreseen
the vast range of imaginative

designs that were to follow the
little Pee-Wee as Ray Malmström’s
first published creation in the pages
of Aeromodeller for November
1940? Neither were any of us to
realise how Ray’s inspirational flow
of ideas were to find a perfect
breeding ground when he joined
the staff of Impington Village

College 60 years ago and launched
an aeromodelling club that has
achieved worldwide fame.

Ray was larger than life in every
way, as any of his pupils would
readily confirm, but much more
than that, the widespread
publication of his inspirational
shapes introduced a refreshing
challenge to the stereotypical
duration models and bonded a
large following of fans for his theme
of Friendship, Flying and FUN. As the
outlets expanded beyond the
aeromodelling magazines into the
Eagle books and even outside a
breakfast cereal box, it seemed that
Ray’s constant production of shapes
that stretched imagination yet
always flew so well was unlimited.
There were so many that only after
long and diligent research first by
Dennis Sharman, and then by John
Valiant was it possible to build an

index and collect examples for the
IVC Plans Service to be established.

Ray’s artistic talents and
exuberant nature were typified in
his cartoon character Fliar Phil, first
used when he took over the
selection of reader’s model pictures
for the Model News feature in
January 1946 Aeromodeller. It was
an instant success.With his “Punch”
chin, broad grin and tousled hair
Phil became a nom de plume that
signified warm hearted comment,
so typical of the man himself. FP’s
fantasies were delightfully sketched,
often expressing long felt wants of
the Mr. Average Reader he
represented. Ray will be fondly
remembered as much as the
seemingly infinite range of flying
models that were specially selected
for this tribute to the wonderful life
of a true Master.

Ron Moulton

A tribute
to the
master
of aero-
arts
Most usual books have a
foreword. This book is a bit
unusual – so it has an
epilogue. It is written by Ron
Moulton, known throughout
the hobby as “Mr Aero-
modelling”. Ron was one of
Ray’s oldest and greatest
friends – and an admirer of
the Master, as he shows here.


