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Chris Hinson comments on
building this bi-plane: Being a

bi-plane, I would not recommend
this as a first model – but when you
have had a little building experience,
this is an easy model to construct.
With all those triangular gussets
for added strength, it is quite a
robust little model. 

The plan is typical of Ray
Malmstrom’s designs, as almost
every space is filled with helpful
hints and tips. So it is important to
read these first. I built my Wren

with no problems. I covered the
fuselage with red tissue and the
wings and tail surfaces with white
tissue – which makes it a very
attractive model and easy to see
when it has landed. 

Trimming is easy with those thin
card trim tabs. Trim to fly in left
hand circles (anti-clockwise). It
needed only a small amount of
Plasticene, as noseweight, placed in
the little “chin” radiator to get the
centre of gravity (balance point)
right.

Bruce Lindsay who has built and
flown two Vikings gives his

advice. This is a fairly straight
forward model, providing that it is
built without warps. Both my
models fly well – and remember to
cover the wing before assembling it
on to the rest of the model. I put a
paper trim tab on the port wing
and others on the fin and the

tailplane. The prop is a 5 inch Peck
Polymer. 

The rubber is 100 thou. in one
loop, one and a half times nose
block to rear peg length. 

Trim the model for a left turn
and balance it approximately on the
lower main spar to keep the left
wing up while climbing in a left
circle.

Wren – ARTICLE & BUILDER: CHRIS HINSON. PHOTO: JOHN VALIANT. Plan on pages 84 and 85.

Viking – ARTICLE, BUILDER & PHOTO: BRUCE LINDSAY. Plan on pages 82 and 83.

Having built and flown several
Hanriots for flying indoors, I

offer some tips to help you get the
maximum enjoyment out of this
great little flyer. One of Ray’s
sayings, “BUILD LIGHTLY MORE
FLIGHTLY” really works, not only
for the Hanriot but all of his
designs.

When constructing the fuselage,
select good stiff light balsa. It is
worth fitting the dummy engine as
it helps to ensure that the centre
of gravity (balance point) is in the
correct position.

Many of Ray’s designs include
wings and tail planes which are
simple frames, which when covered
with tissue are very prone to warp,
particularly with changes of
temperature. One method is to
cover wings, tailplane and fins with
pre-shrunk tissue. This is done by
taping tissue sheets to a stiff frame,
after wetting. Allow tissue to dry
before covering model in the
conventional way. Always try to
use adhesives which dry more
slowly than balsa cement as this
helps you to produce light stress
free structures. The commercial
Butterfly propeller is very suitable
for your Hanriot.

Hanriot – ARTICLE: CLIVE KING.
PHOTO & BUILDER: JOHN VALIANT. 
Plan on opposite page.VALIANT
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He’s

enjoying

himself with

somebody

else’s

puppet at

an Old

Warden

meeting in

the 1980’s.

Ray with 

no strings

attached.


